
“FELLOWSHIP that results in FOLLOW-SHIP”  
Study of 1 John 
 
HISTORICAL APPLICATION 

1. Authorship 

a. ______________ Evidence (______________-Based View of the Bible) 

i. 1 John was written by the ______________ ______________ 

1. One of the SONS of ______________ 

a. Matthew 4:21  

2. One of the SONS of ______________ 

a. Mark 3:17  
b. Luke 9:51-55  

ii. The book has no signature, and no intentional clues given as to the 

author.  

iii. Same author penned the gospel of John and 1 John 

iv. Both books are very similar in substance: Contrasts between light and 

darkness; life and death; love and hate;....etc… 

v. The author of 1 John claimed to be an eyewitness to Jesus’ life, having 

personally heard his voice, and handled Him with his own hands, and 

having a close personal relationship with Him: 

1. 1 John 1:1  
b. ______________ Evidence (______________ View of the Bible) 

i. The earliest identification of him comes from the “church fathers”: 

Irenaeus (c. a.d. 140–203), Clement of Alexandria (c. 150–215), Tertullian 

(c. 155–222) and Origen (c. 185–253) all designated the writer as the 

apostle John.  

 

2. Date Written 

a. “In light of such factors, a reasonable date for 1 John is ca. AD 90–95. It was 

likely written from Ephesus to the churches of Asia Minor over which John 

exercised apostolic leadership.” 

i. MacArthur, John F.. 1, 2, 3 John and Jude (MacArthur Bible Studies) (p. 

2). Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition.  



b. “The first epistle of the apostle John was written somewhere around A.D. 89, and 

it contains 5 chapters, 105 verses, and 2,523 words.” 

i. Ruckman, Dr. Peter S.. General Epistles Vol. 2 (1 - 2 - 3 John, Jude 

Commentary) (The Bible Believer's Commentary Series) . BB Bookstore. 

Kindle Edition.  

c. KEY POINT: John’s epistles (1, 2, 3 John, The Gospel of John, and Revelation) 

are entirely unique in the New Testament because as far as we know, he is the 

only New Testament writer who has access to the ____________ New 

Testament before he writes.  

i. APPLICATION: In other words, this epistles teaches us ________ to live 

when we have ________ of God’s Word in our hands.  

3. Recipients 

a. Although John doesn’t specify a recipient by name, the first epistle certainly had 

a specific ______________ in mind: 

i. SO WE CAN HAVE ______________ 
1. 1 John 1:3  

ii. SO WE CAN HAVE ___________ JOY 
1. 1 John 1:4  

iii. BECAUSE WE NEED NOT TO _________ 
1. 1 John 2:1  

iv. BECAUSE WE KNOW __________ 
1. 1 John 2:12, 1 John 2:13, 1 John 2:14  

v. BECAUSE WE KNOW ______________ 
1. 1 John 2:21  

vi. BECAUSE THERE ARE ______________ 
1. 1 John 2:26  

vii. SO THAT WE CONTINUE TO ______________ 
1. 1 John 5:13  

viii. With references to “little children” and “brethren” - John would have had a 

close relationship with the recipients.  

b. John was likely writing in or around ______________ 

i. Acts 19 - Ephesus church was established. (Modern Day Turkey) 

ii. Paul is preaching the gospel of the grace of God ~ 50 AD… 



iii. Nearly 40 years later - Christianity is facing ROMAN persecution from 

outside….and ______________ from within 

1. GNOSTICISM - “gnosis” -  to ______________ 

2. _____________  gnostic believed that “all matter” is _______; 

therefore they did NOT believe that Jesus had an ACTUAL, 

PHYSICAL, MATERIAL body.  

3. He “appeared” to be live, but in actuality he was really a “spirit” or 

“ghost”.  

4. 1 John 1:1  

iv. Ephesus - by the time of John’s writings - nearly 40 years later - had left 

their ______________ LOVE. 

1. Rev. 2:1, Rev. 2:4, Acts 19:18-20  
v. John also was the bishop of the church at Ephesus 

 

DOCTRINAL APPLICATION 
1. 1 John is among the ______________ EPISTLES or ______________ EPISTLES in 

your Bible 

a. (Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, Jude) 

2. The GENERAL EPISTLES are written as DOCTRINAL _____ the ______________ 

SAINTS, but are still written _______ us.  

a. KEY: There are 3 people groups in the Bible: ______________, 

______________, the ______________. 

i. 1 Cor. 10:32  

b. KEY: All Scripture is written _________ you as a church age saint, but not all of it 

is written ___________ you.  

i. 2 Tim. 2:15  
ii. 2 Tim. 3:16  

iii. Isa. 28:9-10  

iv. 1 Cor. 2:13-14  
v. John 6:63  

3. 1 John gives us the perspective of ______________ suffering through the 

______________ period.  

4. 2 ______________ can occur if we are not careful to “rightly divide” this book: 



a. First, we get ______________ ______________ regarding salvation by failing to 

understand the dispensational context.  

i. Example: 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

1. Explanation: “If” is a conditional clause - “if” we DON’T, we ARE 

NOT forgiven (literally). Deals with Tribulation context.  

2. NT salvation - your sin is forgiven ______________, 

______________, & ______________.  

3. Our “confession” must be that Jesus Christ is LORD with a 

BELIEF in our heart - that’s what saves us from our sin! 

4. Rom. 10:9, 2 Cor. 7:1  

ii. Example: 1 John 3:7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that 

doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 

iii. Example: 1 John 3:10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the 

children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, 

neither he that loveth not his brother. 

1. Explanation:  
a. Rom. 3:10, 2 Cor. 5:21  

b. Clearly our righteousness is not based on what we 

__________, but on __________ Christ IS! If you get this 

wrong, you have a “works-based” salvation.  

iv. Example: 1 John 5:16-18 If any man see his brother sin a sin which is 

not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin 

not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray 

for it. 17 All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. 18 

We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is 

begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not. 

1. Explanation: What is the “sin unto death”?  

a. Rev. 14:9-10  

b. “That wicked one” - points to the Anti-Christ - 2 Thess. 2:8, 
1 John 3:12 

c. The only “sin unto death” in this dispensation is 

______________ the gospel of Jesus Christ! 



d. Practically - 1 Cor. 5:5  

v. Any “contradiction” from the General Epistles to the Pauline Epistles can 

be clearly understood and explained by “rightly dividing” God’s word and 

respecting the dispensational boundaries.  

b. Second, we miss the ______________ APPLICATION of ______________ 

i. 1 John is THE book for understanding fellowship with God. To only get 

the Doctrinal application would mean to MISS OUT on the practicality of 

having genuine fellowship with God.  

 

INSPIRATIONAL APPLICATION 
1. The gospel of John was written that men might have ______________ 

a. John 20:31  
2. The epistle of 1 John was written that believers might ___________ they have life.  

a. 1 John 5:13  

b. Fellowship starts with ______________ Christ. We have to KNOW Him in order 

to have fellowship with Him and in order to have fellowship with each other.  

i. 1 John 1:3  
 

BOOK(s) Focus Theme 

Gospel of John Past Salvation 

1, 2, 3 John Present Fellowship 

Revelation Future Hope 

 

3. Book Breakdown 

a. Chapter 1 - God is ______________ 

b. Chapters 2-4 - God is ______________ 

c. Chapter 5 - God is ______________ 

 


