
Lesson 1 - “Introduction to the Acts of the Apostles” 
 
Intro: 

● Our understanding of the NT lies largely in our understanding and proper dividing and 
application of the book of Acts.  

● It begins w/ Jesus Christ still on earth, and ends with Him ascended into Heaven 
● It opens with Peter preaching the gospel of the kingdom and ends with Paul preaching 

the gospel of grace. 
● It transitions from God’s emphasis being on the Jew to the Gentile (Acts 1-8)  

 
As we “begin” the book of Acts, one should note: 

● There are no CHRISTIANS 
● There is no NEW TESTAMENT 
● There is no INDWELLING of the Holy Spirit 
● Paul is a lost PHARISEE 
● There is no revelation of the BODY of Christ 
● Acts is a HISTORICAL book and not a DOCTRINAL treatise on salvation 
● Peter is preaching GENESIS to MALACHI 
● The disciples are awaiting a LITERAL PHYSICAL KING & KINGDOM to show up at any 

time 
 
The Author 

● LUKE wrote the book somewhere around 60-65 AD 
● How do we know? 

○ Compare: 
■ Acts 1:1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that 

Jesus began both to do and teach, 
■ Luke 1:3 It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of 

all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent 
Theophilus, 

○ The writer speaks in first person plural 
■ “we”  

● Acts 27:1-5 And when it was determined that we should sail into 
Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto one 
named Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band. 2 And entering into a 
ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts 
of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being 
with us. 3 And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Julius 
courteously entreated Paul, and gave him liberty to go unto his 
friends to refresh himself. 4 And when we had launched from 
thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary. 
5 And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, 
we came to Myra, a city of Lycia. 



○ Luke is with Paul 
■ Col. 4:14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you. 
■ 2 Tim. 4:10-11 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present 

world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto 
Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: 
for he is profitable to me for the ministry. 

● The book of Acts could be considered a CONTINUATION of Luke’s gospel account.  
○ Luke 24:46-48  

● Without the book of Acts, the jump from the gospels to Romans would make NO SENSE 
at all. It is the key to the transition, and transitions take time.  

 
CHAPTER ONE 

(Acts 1:1-5) The Forty Days 
 
Acts 1:1-5 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do 
and teach, 2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had 
given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3 To whom also he shewed 
himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4 And, being assembled together with 
them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of 
the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye 
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
 
“Former Treatise” 

● Again, Acts is a CONTINUATION of Luke’s Gospel Account - Luke 1:1-3 
○ Luke 24:49-53 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry 

ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 50 And 
he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed 
them. 51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshipped him, and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy: 53 And were continually in the temple, praising and 
blessing God. Amen. 

 
“Of all that Jesus began both to do and teach” 

● Jesus’ ministry was both a DOING ministry and a TEACHING ministry.  
○ John 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which 

thou gavest me to do. 
● A successful MINISTRY and a successful MINISTER hinges on a DOING ministry and a 

teaching MINISTRY 
○ If you DO without teaching - you probably err in false doctrine 
○ If you TEACH without doing - you don’t put any LIFE into the doctrine that you 

believe… 



○ 2 Cor. 5:18-19 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by 
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

○ Ministry of Reconciliation - DO! Word of Reconciliation - TEACH! 
 
“Infallible proofs” 

● Infallible = something that is SURELY and PLAINLY known - IN-FAIL-IBLE - not liable to 
FAIL - not capable of ERRING 

○ NIV - “convincing proofs” 
○ HCSB - “convincing proofs” 
○ NASB - “convincing proofs” 
○ Do you want something “convincing” or something “infallible”? 

● Was seen of them 40 days...how’s that for infallible proof! 
 
“Speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God” 

● The kingdom of HEAVEN and the kingdom of GOD ARE DIFFERENT! 
● The KOH is the PHYSICAL KINGDOM 

○ Only time it is mentioned is in the book of MATTHEW 
○ Matthew’s gospel presents Christ as the KING of the JEWS 
○ Acts 1:6 - the disciples were asking about the PHYSICAL kingdom to ISRAEL in 

spite of him teaching 40 days on the KOG. They knew it was different.  
○ KOH will be fulfilled in the MILLENNIUM 

● The KOG is the SPIRITUAL KINGDOM 
○ Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, 

and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
○ Luke 17:21 Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom 

of God is within you. 
○ It was so important that Christ preached on it for 40 days! 
○ The KOG becomes the emphasis throughout the rest of the NT! 

■ Acts 8:12, 14:22, 19:8, 20:25, 28:23, 28:31 
 
“Being assembled together with them” 

● Jesus wants to meet with us when we ASSEMBLE! 
○ Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were 

assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they 
spake the word of God with boldness. 

○ Acts 11:26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it 
came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, 
and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch. 

○ Acts 15:25 It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send 
chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 



“Wait for the promise of the Father” 
● What was “the promise”? The HOLY SPIRIT! 
● John 14:26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 

name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you. 

● John 16:13-14 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: 
and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, 
and shall shew it unto you. 

● John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever; 

○ A PERSON - the third person of the TRINITY - 1 John 5:7 
○ A BAPTISM - v.5 
○ An endowment of POWER - v.8 

■ Luke 24:49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but 
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on 
high. 

○ A FILLING - 2:4 
○ The organization of a BODY and MISSION  

■ 1 Cor. 12:13  
○ A new DISPENSATION  

■ Heb. 9:16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the 
death of the testator. 

■ OT - God the Father is emphasized, the Gospels - Jesus is emphasized, 
the Church Age - the work of the Holy Spirit is emphasized (He shall 
glorify ME…) 

 
“For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost” 

● Notice the omission of the words “and with fire” in Acts 1… 
○ Matt. 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that cometh 

after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 

● The baptism mentioned in Matthew is a LITERAL immersion of fire - Rev. 20:14 
 
 “not many days hence.” 

● When Jesus told his disciples that He WOULD be raised the third day - NOT ONE of his 
disciples was there waiting...even the women that went to the tomb went for His 
BURIAL. Maybe this is another TEST of faith for the disciples - to see if they would GO 
and WAIT! 

○ BTW, we wouldn’t have been at the tomb either... 


