
SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Section 2: God’s Catalog of Spiritual Gifts



EVERY BELIEVER HAS SPIRITUAL GIFTS

1 Cor. 12:28-30 And God hath set some in the church, first 
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities 
of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? 
are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all 
speak with tongues? do all interpret?



EVERY BELIEVER HAS SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Eph 4:7-12 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that he 
ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of 
the earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above 
all heavens, that he might fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ



EVERY BELIEVER HAS SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Rm 12:5-8 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing 
according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, 
let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or 
ministry, let us wait on our ministering:or he that teacheth, on 
teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation:he that giveth, 
let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he 
that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness



EVERY BELIEVER HAS SPIRITUAL GIFTS

1 Peter 4:9-11 Use hospitality one to another without grudging. 
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; 
if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth:that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen



Spiritual Gifts fall into 4 major categories:



1. Revealing Gifts

These were gifts that were given to the church for the purpose 
of revealing God’s will in the time between the ascension of 
Christ and the completion of the N.T.



1. Revealing Gifts

● Apostle – “Sent one”; sent by God to do the work and 
reveal him.  
○ There had to be 12 (Matthew 19:28). So Judas was replaced (Acts 1:15-22) 

(also shows requirements). 
○ Paul validates his apostleship because he saw Christ (1 Co 9:1-2). 
○ He describes his apostleship as being “out of season” (1 Co 15:7-8).  
○ When James was martyred (Acts 12:2), he was not replaced. 
○ The word “Apostles” is not used after Acts 16. 
○ Others are referred to as apostles (Acts 14:4; 1 Thess 2:6; Gal 1:19; ) of the 

church (i.e. sent ones, missionaries), but they are not Apostles of God (Gal 
1:1). They do not carry the signs of the apostles)



1. Revealing Gifts

● Prophecy – supernatural ability to communicate for God. 
He speaks in practical ways (1 Co 14:3). 
○ See Agabus (Ac 11:28; 21:10-11). 
○ Because the NT wasn’t completed, they were needed but not 

today. 
○ The apostles and prophets formed the foundation of the church 

(Eph 2:20). 
○ As we are no longer in the foundation, they are no longer needed.



1. Revealing Gifts

● Word of Wisdom
○ 1 Cor. 12:8 
○ Supernatural ability to receive and disclose the 

mysteries of God. Paul – “Mystery of godliness”



1. Revealing Gifts

● Word of Knowledge
○ 1 Cor. 12:8 
○ Supernatural ability to apply word of Wisdom.  
○ How to apply to your life.



2. Confirming Gifts 

Obviously, when you dealing with the spoken word, (no 
written authority), there was the need for confirmation that 
what was being spoken was really from God; so God gave 
confirming gifts to confirm the message of the prophets



2. Confirming Gifts 

Hebrews 2:3-4 How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God also 
bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his 
own will



2. Confirming Gifts 

● Healing – supernatural ability of relieving physical 
suffering
○ Always used to confirm( Lk 7:20-22); 
○ James had the ability to heal, but told the people to call 

for the elders to pray for him(Ja 5:14).  
○ Paul could not heal toward the end of the period (Php 

2:25-27; 2 Timothy 4:20).



2. Confirming Gifts 

● Discernment – Confirm that the person prophesying is 
from God vs false prophet. 
○ Needed before the completion of the NT
○ Now we discern by the written Word of God.



2. Confirming Gifts 

● Faith – supernatural ability to believe God to do awesome 
things.



2. Confirming Gifts 

● Tongues/Interpretation – supernatural ability to speak the 
Word of God in another language.  
○ 3 times someone speaking in tongues: Acts 2, Acts 10, 

Acts 19.  
○ To confirm to an unbelieving Jew that a Gentile could 

receive the Holy Ghost.  I Co 14:22, I Co 1:22
○ I Co 13:8-10 tongues, prophecies will cease when that 

which is perfect will come.



2. Confirming Gifts 

● Hebrews 1:1-2  God, who at sundry times and in divers 
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son…

● 2 Peter 1:16-20 says that the written word of God is more 
sure than any sign including seeing God’s glory and 
hearing His audible voice.


