
Key Characteristics of the Early Church - Acts 2:41-47 
 
1. A ________________ people - v.41 

● Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:  
● They made public profession of faith.  

○ Matt 10:32, Luke 12:8 
● Does the New Testament actually teach church membership? 

○ Vs 41. Those who were saved and baptized were added to the church. That is 
church membership. See also, 1 Cor 5:12; Heb 13:7, 17… 

● There is accountability in membership. The elders cannot “rule” (hold accountable to live 
what is taught) over one that just visits.  

 
2. A ________________ people - v.41 

● Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:  
● They were scripturally baptized after belief. Baptism (Immersion) is a picture of the 

death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (Rom. 6:4). 
● Immersion - going down into the water and coming up out of the water (Acts 8:38-39).  
● It requires “much water” (Jn. 3:24).  

 
3. A ________________ people - v.42 

● And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. 

● Stedfast = “to ________________” 
○ ________________ - This comes first! Precept always ________________ 

practice.  
○ ________________ - “fellows rowing together in a ship” 
○ BREAKING of ________________ - fellowship around both food and the Lord’s 

supper. See vs 46 “daily” - Get the picture. Luke 4:4 
○ ________________ - joint intercessory prayer.  

 
4. A ________________ people - v.43 

● And fear came upon every soul:  
● “The church does not instill much fear today. The professing church accepts such low 

standards for its fellowship that lying, immorality, questionable doctrine, deception, and 
even perversion are allowed. We have forgotten the divine injunction "Be ye holy; for I 
am holy" (1 Pet. 1:16). We have forgotten that the believer's body and the corporate 
body of the church are alike the Temple of the Holy Spirit. The infant church was holy. It 
was fresh from the hand of God, pristine in purity, untouched as yet by any wrongful act, 
so "fear came upon every soul." Those who were within feared—feared lest they defile 
and disgrace the holy fellowship of blood-washed saints. Those who were without 
feared—feared to join its ranks with sin-stained souls unwashed, uncleansed by the 
precious blood of Christ.” - John Phillips, Exploring Acts: An Expository 
Commentary. 



● Acts 9:31 
● “If you don’t have a proper fear of the Lord, then you won’t have a proper walk w/ the 

Lord.” 
 
5. A ________________ people - v.43 

● and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 
● ...not every member...the apostolics gifts are in full effect 
● 2 Cor. 12:12 
● The Point: The early church had ________________! 

 
6. A ________________ people - v.44 

● And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 
● Are we together? What is our common focus? Are all things engaged?  
● 1 Cor. 1:10  

 
7. A ________________ people - v.45 

● And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man 
had need. 

● Acts 4:32-35  
● Sacrificial giving was motivated by love. - for the things of God and the people of God 
● Also their goods were not evenly distributed but were given to meet needs as they 

arose. It was not a WELFARE system! 
● 2 Thess. 3:10-12 

 
8. A ________________ people - v.46 

● And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 

● Ministry happens CORPORATELY in the TEMPLE ministry happens PERSONALLY in 
the HOME.  

● Time: (daily! versus ONCE A WEEK) 
● We don’t have TIME problem in this culture, we have an AFFECTION problem 

○ Col. 3:1-3, 1 John 2:15  
 
9. A ________________ people - v.47 

● Praising God, and having favour with all the people.  
● When your focus is right – what comes out of your life is praise and favor. 
● Luke 6:45 

 
10. A ________________ people - v.47 

● And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 
● Look for those that God is bringing in! 
● Pray to build relationships that will enable ministry to move forward in this place… 



● Be willing to engage – build a relationship with someone that God brings in… Look for 
and welcome people you don’t know. 

● Assume (realize) that God has an agenda in bringing them here!  
● “The Jerusalem church experienced both qualitative and quantitative growth. Eager for 

this same result, many church leaders flock to church growth seminars. It would be wiser 
to concentrate on church health. Why? Because it is the nature of a healthy organism to 
grow. When a church body emphasizes strong worship and solid biblical teaching in an 
atmosphere of true fellowship mixed with consistent evangelism, it will be healthy. And a 
healthy Christian community will attract people to Christ. What are you doing to make 
your church a healthy place that will draw others to Christ?” - Life Application Bible 
Commentary  

 


