
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Every disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is a believer, but not every believer is a disciple. 
The biblical portrait of a true disciple is someone who lives in obedience to the Word of 
God, and not someone who simply believes on Him for salvation.  
It must also be understood that true biblical discipleship is not solely the academic 
pursuit of knowledge alone. A true disciple is both a learner and a follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Disciples learn of Jesus through the reading and study of God’s Word, and 
then follow him by obeying His Word.  
 

Luke 11:28 
28But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.  
 
John 13:17 
17If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.  
 
John 14:15  
15If ye love me, keep my commandments.  
 
John 15:14  
14Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.  

 
The terms “___________” and “__________” are usually viewed synonymously.  
Disciple = a learner; a pupil. 
 
It is assumed that a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ is automatically a disciple.  
The reality, however, is that every true disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is a 
believer, but not every believer is a disciple. Again, the biblical portrait of a true 
disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ is someone who lives in obedience to the Word 
of God, not simply believes on Him for salvation and then gains Bible knowledge. 

 
The key word of this lesson is:  

 

FOLLOW 
 
The key questions this lesson answers: 

 

What does it really cost to follow the Lord Jesus Christ with my life? 
 
 
 

                           THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP 
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The key purpose of this lesson:  

 

To explain the process of one-on-one discipleship and give an overview of what 
a true disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ looks like.  

 
The key point of this lesson:  

 

Following Jesus will cost you everything. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

KEY VERSES: 
 
Luke 14:25-26   
25And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and said unto them, 26If any man come to 
me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his 
own life also, he cannot be my disciple. 27And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple. 
 
Luke 14:33 
33So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple. 
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DISCIPLESHIP REQUIRES YOUR ____________ 
THROUGH THE SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 
Before discipleship, we must start with addressing the problem of mankind’s need for salvation 
because an unsaved person cannot be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. No one can claim to be a 
disciple of Jesus if they have not believed and called upon Him for salvation. Why? 
 

A. God is _________, and mankind is _______.  
 

1. God’s most prominent attribute is His holiness. He is perfect and completely set apart 
from sin, iniquity, and darkness. 

 
Isaiah 6:1-3  
1In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 2Above it stood the seraphims: each one had 
six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with 
twain he did fly. 3And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD 
of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. 

 
Revelation 4:8   
8And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes 
within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come.  

 
2. Adam and Eve were made in the image and likeness of God, but lost the image of God 

and died spiritually by sinning in the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve’s fallen nature 
has been passed onto all of humanity because everything reproduces after its own 
kind. 
 

Romans 5:12  
12Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:  
 
Genesis 5:3   
3And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, 
after his image; and called his name Seth:  

 
B. Jesus ________ can save because mankind cannot save ______________. 

 
1. It is impossible for sinful beings to enter into God’s holy presence because they cannot 

satisfy the immeasurable standard of God’s holiness. 
 

Job 15:14-16   
14What is man, that he should be clean? and he which is born of a woman, that he 
should be righteous? 15Behold, he putteth no trust in his saints; yea, the heavens are 
not clean in his sight. 16How much more abominable and filthy is man, which drinketh 
iniquity like water? 
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2. The only way to be reconciled to God, and have the assurance of spending eternity 

with Him in heaven is through Jesus Christ.     
 

John 10:9   
9I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, 
and find pasture. 
 
John 14:6   
6Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me. 

 
Acts 4:12   
12Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

 
1 Corinthians 3:11   
11For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
 

A. The remedy for man’s sin is NOT through good _________. 
 
Romans 3:10-12 
10As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God. 12They are all gone out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.  
 
Romans 4:4-5   
4Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 5But to him 
that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.  
 
Romans 11:6 
6And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it 
be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.  
 

B. The remedy for man’s sin is NOT through _____________. 
 
Isaiah 64:6 
6But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we 
all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  
 
Matthew 23:26-28 
26Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the 
outside of them may be clean also. 27Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within 
full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28Even so ye also outwardly appear 
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.  
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C. Salvation is only through the _________ of Jesus Christ. 
Without receiving salvation through Jesus, mankind will still be in their sin and receive the 
penalty of being eternally separated from God in the lake of fire. God gave His only Son Jesus 
Christ because it is not His heart for anyone to experience this eternal penalty. Jesus Christ 
shed His blood on the cross to wash away mankind’s sin and satisfy God’s holy wrath. 
 

 Romans 3:23   
23For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 
 

Romans 6:23   
23For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Romans 5:8   
8But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us. 
 

John 3:15-16  
15That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 16For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 

 
D. To ________ God’s salvation is to declare to Him that you have your own way. 

Without Christ, eternal separation from God over our sin is the ONLY other outcome. To reject 
God’s salvation is to say to God that you know another way. The Bible strongly warns against 
this approach. 

 

Proverbs 12:15 
15The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.  
 

Proverbs 14:12  
12There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.  
 

Proverbs 26:12  
12Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of a fool than of him. 
 

E. How does someone receive salvation through Jesus Christ? 
Through faith, a person receives Christ by calling upon His name for salvation. It is confessing 
with the mouth what is believed in the heart about Him.  
 

Ephesians 2:8-9  
8For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not 
of works, lest any man should boast. 
 

Romans 10:9-10   
9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
 

Romans 10:13   
13For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
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Based on the Word of God, if that prayer was prayed from a position of genuine faith, you 
have been saved, sealed and seated in Christ forever: 
 

___________ 
Romans 10:9  
9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

 
___________ 

Ephesians 1:13  
13In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise,  

 
___________ 

Ephesians 2:5  
5Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace 
ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus:  

 
___________ 

1 Thessalonians 1:10  
10And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, 
which delivered us from the wrath to come. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:9  
9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 

 
 
 
 
 

A SAMPLE PRAYER GUIDE: 
This is a sample prayer someone might pray when calling upon Jesus for salvation. This is only 
an “example,” and not a script or formula to follow. When someone prays to receive Jesus as 
Savior, it must come from their heart in faith. If not, the prayer is useless, and may cause 
someone to a false conversion. 
 

Jesus, 
I am a lost sinner in need of your salvation. I believe in my heart that you died on the cross for 
my sin, was buried, and rose again on the third day. I believe that you are the way, the truth, 
and the life. I believe that there is no other way that I can be saved apart from you. I am calling 
upon you for redemption and forgiveness through your blood that you shed on Calvary’s cross. 
In faith, I call on you now to be my Savior and Lord. 


