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MARK #3  
A disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ will follow him ________________. 
Good leaders never demand their followers to do something they are not willing to do. The 
Lord Jesus Christ bore His cross and then expected His disciples to do the same. Disciples are 
willing to do it because they love Jesus. 
 
 Luke 14:27   

And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 
 

1. True disciples are willing to ___________ their own cross. 
Disciples are willing to endure hardship, humiliation, discomfort, heartache, and even 
death. The Bible does not shy away from the reality of what would be involved for 
those that are willing to follow Jesus – death to self. Disciples must be willing to lay 
down our rights and our life in following Jesus. Disciples must choose between making 
a life for themselves versus following Jesus with their life.  

 
 Matthew 8:19-20   

19And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest. 20And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 

 
 Mark 13:9   

9But take heed to yourselves: for they shall deliver you up to councils; and in the 
synagogues ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be brought before rulers and kings for my 
sake, for a testimony against them. 

 
 2 Timothy 3:12   

12Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 
 

   John 15:20   
20Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If 
they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, 
they will keep yours also. 

 
 1 Peter 4:12-13   

12Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you: 13But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy. 
 
Galatians 6:14  
14But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 
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2. True disciples are not deterred by the difficulties of ________________.  
There are times when believers are tempted to quit following the Lord because they 
think it is too difficult. To be a disciple of Jesus means that you are willing to follow 
Him even when it is not comfortable or convenient. Disciples understand that their 
relationship with Christ is far more powerful than any hardship they may endure. 
 
 John 16:33   

33These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world 
ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

 
   Romans 8:31   

31What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 
 

2 Corinthians 2:14   
14Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh 
manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

 
   Romans 8:36-37   

36As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. 37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us. 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 
7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY QUESTIONS: 
 
What must you lay down in this world in order to take up your cross and follow Jesus?   
 
What is keeping you from following Him? 
 
Are you willing to give it up and lay down your life to follow Jesus?   
 
Are you ready to give up your rights in this world to serve Christ?  Will you daily live for Him?  
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MARK #4 – A disciple of Jesus Christ loves Him more than any other 
______________. 
There may be a time in your life where following Jesus means that you have to leave it all 
behind. This requires deliberation. There is some reckoning required beforehand. 
 

Luke 14:28-33   
28For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is 
not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 30Saying, This man began to build, 
and was not able to finish. 31Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not 
down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh 
against him with twenty thousand? 32Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth 
an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 33So likewise, whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple. 

 
1. True disciples are willing to count the _________ of following Jesus. 

Believers must know in advance that following Jesus calls for the forsaking of all that 
we have. Jesus is not trying to discourage believers from following Him, but He is 
rather making sure they know in advance what following Him will cost. He wants 
disciples that will count the cost, and that are willing to pay the cost. 
 

Mark 1:16-20   
16Now as he walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his brother 
casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 17And Jesus said unto them, Come ye 
after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men. 18And straightway they 
forsook their nets, and followed him. 19And when he had gone a little further thence, 
he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the ship 
mending their nets. 20And straightway he called them: and they left their father 
Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him. 

 
2. True disciples are willing to ____________ everything to follow Jesus. 

There may be times when you will be distracted from following Jesus because of your 
fleshly desire to obtain or enjoy your possessions. There is nothing wrong with owning 
things and enjoying them; however, you must decide between owning possessions 
and your possessions owning you.  
 

1 Timothy 6:6-11  
6But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8And having food and raiment let us 
be therewith content. 9But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and 
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.  
 
Luke 12:15  
15And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.  
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Key: if you are coveting you are not consecrated to Christ.  
Too often we let our blessings make us dumb. We get focused on our blessings instead 
of seeking after the Blessor.  Mark 10:17-23 
 

Mark 10:21-23  
21  Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go 
thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 22  And he was sad at that 
saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions. 23  And Jesus looked 
round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God! 
 
Philippians 3:7-9   
7But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8Yea doubtless, and 
I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may 
win Christ, 9And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith: 
 
Philippians 4:11-12 
11Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content. 12I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: 
every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need.  

 
3. True disciples are willing to make following Jesus their main ____________. 

Our hobbies and careers often hinder us from following the Lord and being involved 
in local church ministry. Just like the disciples forsook their nets to follow Jesus, it is 
important to understand that you may be led to the place where you must choose 
between following Jesus and your career as it may be hindering your spiritual growth 
and the ministry of making disciples.  
One of the common mistakes often made in discipleship is to accept a position that 
calls for the believer to work on Sundays and other days/times that often interfere 
with the ministry of the local church. This might seem to work financially, but it is not 
good for spiritual growth.  
You may also be forced to choose which hobbies to be involved in because they may 
interfere with the ministry. 
 

   Hebrews 10:24-25    
24And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
 
1 Corinthians 16:1-2 
1Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of 
Galatia, even so do ye. 2Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him 
in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.   
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THE KEY POINT: 
Following Jesus will cost you everything! Following Jesus may require that you sacrifice a career, 
the comforts of life, cultural and family responsibilities, and even some close relationships. We 
cannot follow Jesus with a “me first” attitude. 
 
 Luke 9:57-62  

57And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow 
thee whithersoever thou goest. 58And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 59And he said unto another, Follow 
me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60Jesus said unto him, Let the dead 
bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 61And another also said, Lord, I will 
follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 62And Jesus said 
unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God. 


