
Gen. 6:1-4 - “The sons of God” 
 
Before we look deeper into this passage, we need to lay some groundwork. We need to list and 
define the different heavenly creatures that the Bible records for us.  
 
1. Cherubs or Cherubims 

● Gen. 3:24  
○ Protected the entrance to the garden of Eden and the way of the tree of life. 

● Ex. 25:18-22  
○ 2 Cherubims on the ends of the mercy seat 

● Ps. 80:1  
○ The Lord dwells between the cherubims 

● Ps. 99:1, 2 Sam. 22:7-11 
○ The Lord rode upon a cherub 

● Eze. 1:1-14; Eze. 10:1, 8-15 
○ ...the likeness of four living creatures… 
○ ...they had the likeness of a man… 
○ ...every one had four faces… 
○ ...every one had four wings… 
○ ...their feet were straight feet… 
○ ...the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf’s foot… 
○ ...they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass… 
○ ...they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides… 
○ ...face of a man, face of a lion, face of an ox, face of an eagle… 
○ ...4 wings 

● *God’s word never calls these creatures “angels” 
 
2. Seraphims 

● Isa. 6:1-7 
○ ...stood above the throne of God. 
○ ...6 wings… 
○ ...able to fly unto Isaiah... 

 
3. Four BEASTS (Same or different than Seraphims?)  

● Rev. 4:1-8  
○ ...Four beasts full of eyes before and behind… 
○ ...1st like a lion, 2nd like a calf, 3rd like a man, 4th like a flying eagle… 
○ ...6 wings...full of eyes… 
○ ...they rest not day and night, saying, Holy holy, holy, Lord God Almighty... 

● *God’s word never calls these creatures “angels” 
 
4. ANGELS 

● Gen. 18:1-2 - Abraham calls the MEN 



● Gen. 19:1-5 - They LOOK like men, TALK like men, EAT like men, and were desired by 
men.  

● Matt. 28:2-4 - looks like LIGHTENING 
● Mark 16:5-6 - looks like a YOUNG MAN 
● Luke 24:4-5 - looks like two MEN in SHINING garments 
● John 20:12-13 - clothed in WHITE 
● *Angels are MALE in gender (not female). They are YOUNG MEN (not children/babies - 

and NO wings). They eat, talk, walk and acts “like” a man.  
● Hebrews 13:2, Matt. 22:30  

○ Not given in marriage - “as the angels of God IN HEAVEN”... 
● Angels communicate truth to men. 
● Angels have communicated truth to Daniel,  

○ John the Baptist’s father, (Luke 1:11 angel tells Zacharias that he will have a son) 
○ Mary (Luke 1: angel tells Mary that she will be pregnant with the Christ) 
○ Joseph (Matthew 2:13 – An angel tells Joseph to flee to Egypt) 
○ Paul (Acts 27:21-24 – An angel tells paul that they will be shipwrecked but all 

live) 
○ And many others... 

 
5. _________ Angels 

● 2 Pet. 2:4-9, Jude 5-7, 1 Cor. 6:3  
 
6. _________ spirits, devils, seducing spirits 

● Mark 5:8-12, Luke 8:30-33, 1 Tim. 4:1, Luke 11:24-26, Mark 16:9 
● Mark 5:9  Legion (5,000-6,000).  

 
7. _________ of God 
“sons of God” - phrase appears 11 times in scripture 

● Old Testament (5 times) 
○ Gen. 6:2, Gen. 6:4  

■ The “sons of God” are present ____________ the flood.  
○ Job 1:6, Job 2:1  

■ The “sons of God” have ___________ to the throne of God. 
○ Job 38:7  

■ The “sons of God” existed before ___________. 
○ In the OT, the term “sons of God” is used in reference to ____________ 

● New Testament (6 times) 
○ John 1:12 B 

■ *Luke 3:38  
■ No ___________ in the OT (except for Adam) is called a “son of God” 

○ Romans 8:14, Romans 8:19  
■ NT “sons of God” are waiting for _____________ bodies 

○ Philippians 2:15, 1 John 3:1, 1 John 3:2  



 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
1. HISTORICALLY 

● Context: V.1 - when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were 
born unto them  

○ (Gen. 5:4, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22, 26, 30) 
● Competing theories on who the “sons of God” are in Gen. 6: 

○ Some feel the “sons of God” are the “godly” lineage of Seth intermarrying with the 
ungodly lineage of Cain. 

○ Some feel the “sons of God” are nobles, aristocrats, and kings whose ambition 
drove them to polygamy in attempts to gain power/wealth/dynasty.  

○  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jude 6-7 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he 
hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 
Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves 
over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire. 
 
2 Pet. 2:4-10 (Context? False prophets & their JUDGMENT - v.1-3) 
4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; (Gen. 6?) 
5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; (Gen. 7:6-24) 
6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an 
overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; (Gen. 19) 
7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 
8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 
soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 
9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto 
the day of judgment to be punished: 
10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. 
Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 
 
 



“Giants” 
● Numbers 13:33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the 

giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight. 
● Deuteronomy 2:11 Which also were accounted giants, as the Anakims; but the 

Moabites called them Emims. 
● Deuteronomy 2:20-21 (That also was accounted a land of giants: giants dwelt therein in 

old time; and the Ammonites call them Zamzummims; 21 A people great, and many, 
and tall, as the Anakims; but the Lord destroyed them before them; and they 
succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead: 

● Deuteronomy 3:13 And the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, being the kingdom of Og, 
gave I unto the half tribe of Manasseh; all the region of Argob, with all Bashan, which 
was called the land of giants. 

● Joshua 12:4 And the coast of Og king of Bashan, which was of the remnant of the 
giants, that dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei, 

● Joshua 13:12 All the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which reigned in Ashtaroth and in Edrei, 
who remained of the remnant of the giants: for these did Moses smite, and cast them 
out. 

● Joshua 17:15 And Joshua answered them, If thou be a great people, then get thee up to 
the wood country, and cut down for thyself there in the land of the Perizzites and of the 
giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee. 

● Joshua 18:16 And the border came down to the end of the mountain that lieth before the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, and which is in the valley of the giants on the north, and 
descended to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of Jebusi on the south, and descended to 
Enrogel, 

● 1 Sam. 17:4-7 And there went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named 
Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5 And he had an helmet of 
brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; and the weight of the coat 
was five thousand shekels of brass. 6 And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a 
target of brass between his shoulders. 7 And the staff of his spear was like a weaver's 
beam; and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and one bearing a 
shield went before him. 

● 2 Sam. 21:16 And Ishbibenob, which was of the sons of the giant, the weight of 
whose spear weighed three hundred shekels of brass in weight, he being girded with a 
new sword, thought to have slain David. 

○ V.18  And it came to pass after this, that there was again a battle with the 
Philistines at Gob: then Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Saph, which was of the 
sons of the giant. 

○ V 19 And there was again a battle in Gob with the Philistines, where Elhanan the 
son of Jaareoregim, a Bethlehemite, slew the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the 
staff of whose spear was like a weaver's beam. 

■ 1 Chronicles 20:5 And there was war again with the Philistines; and 
Elhanan the son of Jair slew Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, 
whose spear staff was like a weaver's beam. 



○ V. 20  And there was yet a battle in Gath, where was a man of great stature, that 
had on every hand six fingers, and on every foot six toes, four and twenty in 
number; and he also was born to the giant. 

■ V. 21 And when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea the brother 
of David slew him. 

○ V. 22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and fell by the hand of David, 
and by the hand of his servants. 

● 1 Chronicles 20:5 And there was war again with the Philistines; and Elhanan the son of 
Jair slew Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, whose spear staff was like a 
weaver's beam. 
 

 
*If the sons of God were HUMAN males, this interpretation would imply that God had 
commanded the sons of Shem and/or Japheth NOT to have sexual relations with the daughters 
of Ham and/or Canaan.  
 
 
Acts 14:11 And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in 
the speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. 
 
Acts 19:35 And when the townclerk had appeased the people, he said, Ye men of Ephesus, 
what man is there that knoweth not how that the city of the Ephesians is a worshipper of the 
great goddess Diana, and of the image which fell down from Jupiter? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Daughters of men” 

● Job 42:15 And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job: 
and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren. 

 
 
“Men of renown” 

● Numbers 16:1-3 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and 
Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took 
men: 2 And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred 
and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown: 3 And 
they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto 
them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of 
them, and the Lord is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the 
congregation of the Lord? 



○ Renown = name, fame, reputation 
● Eze 23:23 The Babylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa, and all 

the Assyrians with them: all of them desirable young men, captains and rulers, great 
lords and renowned, all of them riding upon horses. 

 
 
John 4:16-18 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 17 The woman 
answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no 
husband: 18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: 
in that saidst thou truly. 
 


