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D.  The Principle of APPLICATION: All scripture has three ________________. 
1. The word application means - “the putting to use of” 

a. The following order is very important; it’s the natural order of 
establishing the context.     
                                                        

b. The HISTORICAL/________________ application.  
i. The actual time and place and persons involved. (Tells you 

________________ happened).  
ii. There will be ONE historical application 

c. The DOCTRINAL/________________ application.  
i. “Doctrine” means “teaching”.  The Bible is given to teach us 

God’s truth. This second level of application is to discover 
what God is teaching through the historical words and 
stories recorded in the Bible 

ii. (Tells you ________________ it happened.)  There will be 
ONE doctrinal application. 

d. The INSPIRATIONAL/________________ application. 
i. Also referred to as a practical or devotional application - How 

this law, truth or command relates to me and you personally. 
ii. (Tells you _________ to apply that teaching to MY life?) There 

may be many inspirational applications…just make sure you 
don’t violate the doctrinal.  

iii. We don’t study the Bible just to LEARN something but to 
APPLY something! How does God want to teach me, reprove 
me, correct me or instruct me? 

2. Examples of the three applications of the Bible: 
1. The Exodus: 1 Cor. 10:1-4 

a. Historically - Paul is referring to the Exodus, an event that 
really happened in history 

b. Doctrinally - Paul explains that the Old Testament was MORE 
than simply history. Those things symbolized doctrinal truth 
for us. They are written to teach us about _____________! (v.
4) 

c. Inspirationally - In what way does this affect my life 
practically? What am I going to do about it?  

i. 1 Corinthians 11:6 Now these things were our 
examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil 
things, as they also lusted. 

ii. 1 Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
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admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come. 

iii. Romans 15:4 - For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope. 

2. Cain and Abel Gen 4:1-8 
a. Historically - Cain kills his brother in a fit of anger 
b. Doctrinally - these two brothers are the first of many pairs in 

the Bible that illustrates Jesus Christ and the antichrist.  
c. Inspirationally - Pictures a saved man (Abel) and a lost man 

(Cain) - one has a relationship with God (Abel), the other is 
religious (Cain). One comes to God on God’s terms (Abel), 
the other comes to God on his own terms (Cain) 

3. The Book of Job - Job 1:6-12 
a. Historically - a good man is attached by Satan thru no 

obvious fault 
b. Doctrinally - Tribulation saints persecuted by devil, Rev 12. 

Represents the doctrinal reality of God’s remnant during the 
7 year tribulation.  It is the account of a man in incredible 
tribulation for 7 days. The book has 42 chapters - there are 
42 months of great tribulation (3 1/2 years).  It takes place in 
Uz, where Petra is located, the exact same place where the 
believing Jews will be preserved in great tribulation. 

c. Inspirationally - We will go thru trials and may never know the 
reason why. You also learn about the need to give GOOD 
counsel! Not all trials are a result of sin in a believers life. 

4. Joshua - Josh. 1:3-8 
a. Historically - The record of the Jews receiving the land grant 

for the kingdom. 
b. Doctrinally - Picture of second coming of Jesus Christ. 

Joshua (Jesus) will defeat his enemies and establish his 
kingdom during the Millennium.  

c. Inspirationally - The believers rest in God’s promises while 
fighting battles. Every place your feet go you can have. 

5. The Book of Proverbs 
a. Historically - The actual writings of King Solomon, written to 

his son. 
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b. Doctrinally - Has much to teach us about the Antichrist and 
his religious system that is called a prostitute (a strange 
woman) in Revelation 17 (the great whore).  God’s wisdom is 
represented as a woman (Proverbs 8, 9) and is contrasted 
with the “strange woman” (representing the false religious 
system that will lead people astray).  

i. Proverbs 21:19 It is better to dwell in the wilderness, 
than with a contentious and an angry woman 

• (Compare to Matthew 24, where Jews are told 
to flee to the wilderness during the tribulation.) 

ii. Proverbs 21:20 There is treasure to be desired and 
oil in the dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man 
spendeth it up. 

• (Compare Matthew 25, where the five “wise” 
virgins have oil in their lamps, and five “foolish” 
have used it up.  Also compare to Revelation 7 
and 14, where the virgins are identified as men 
of the nation of Israel that follow God in the 
tribulation.) 

iii. Proverbs 25:19 Confidence in an unfaithful man in 
time of trouble is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of 
joint. 

• (A warning to Israel not to trust the antichrist 
(an unfaithful man) in the tribulation (the time 
of trouble).) 

c. Inspirationally - We can gain daily wisdom for our lives.  For 
example, cults operate just like prostitutes.  The “strange 
woman” is called “an harlot.” 


