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C. The Principle of ____________: The Bible has divisions of TIME that MUST be 
put in the right place.  

1. The Bible has various ____________ that we must recognize - II Timothy 
2:15 

a. 2 Tim. 2:15 
i. “rightly dividing” = translated “cutting” (as in cutting a cloth to 

make a garment) 
i. Daddy always said…measure twice, cut once…

importance of making the right cut 
ii. “workman” = it requires much work to study the Bible. 
iii. “ashamed” = If we fail to rightly divide the Bible rightly, we 

are in danger of all types of heresy and false doctrine. And 
then we have need to be ashamed. 

b. Most all false teaching and corrupt doctrine is a Bible truth that has 
been taken out of context and misapplied.                       

c. The Bible is made up of _____ different books. 
d. The Bible is divided by the Old and the New ____________. 
e. The Bible covers different ____________ and ____________ 

2. The Bible is divided by _________________. 
a. “Dispensation” is a Biblical word. Synonyms are: economy, 

stewardship, administration. The word implies a plan, a strategy, or an 
approach.  God has a plan in every age for dealing with man.  

i) 1 Cor. 9:17, Luke 16:1-2, Eph 1:10, Eph. 3:2, Col 1:25 

3. There are _______________ dispensations:  
a. DISCLAIMER: Many Bible teachers commonly divide the Bible into 

seven or eight dispensations (time periods). For the context of today’s 
discussion we will review 7 key divisions or dispensations with the 
understanding that there is a definite pattern established by God in his 
mission to establish His Kingdom. We will be examining a “Classic 
View” of the Seven Dispensations.  (See also LFBI’s class “The 
SEVENS”) 

b.  There are four key components to a dispensation: 
i. 1. One in ________________: God 
ii. 2. One in ________________: A steward 
iii. 3. There is a ________________ in the dispensation 
iv. 4. There is ________________ of the steward 

4. The SEVEN Dispensations 
a. ________________ - before the fall of man 

i. The Steward:  
i. Adam 

ii. The Responsibilities:  
i. Be fruitful and multiply, Rule the earth, Dress/Keep 

garden, Don’t eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil 



!2

iii. The Failure:  
i. Ate of the tree 
ii. Satan's device in this dispensation is one of deception. 

2 Corinthians 11:1-3, I Timothy 2:12-14. 
iv. The Judgment:  

i. God judges man's failure by removing him from the 
garden. Genesis 3:23 

b. ________________ - following the fall of man until the Flood 
i. The Steward:  

i. Adam & Eve and their descendants 
ii. The Responsibilities: 

i. Man was to live according to his conscience and in 
keeping with his knowledge of God 

iii. The Failure:  
i. Cain and Abel  
ii. Mankind became so evil and corrupt that God decided 

to destroy them and start over. This leads to a race of 
giants being born to them. Genesis 6:3 4 

iii. Satan's device in this dispensation is one of corruption. 
Genesis 6:11-12 

iv. The Judgment: 
i. The Flood - Gen. 7-8 

c. ________________ - the Flood until Abraham 
i. The Steward: 

i. Noah and his sons 
ii. The Responsibilities: 

i. Noah and his sons are given the same commission to 
be fruitful, multiply, and replenish. Genesis 9:1-2 

ii. Way to God = a blood sacrifice. Man was to govern 
himself. 

iii. After several hundred years, they are ready to 
replenish. Gen 10. Once again, sin enters into the 
picture as they refuse to leave the plain of Shinar. 
Genesis 11:1-2 

iii. The Failure: 
i. Noah gets drunk – Gen. 9:21
ii. Ham commits a very wicked sexual sin – Gen. 9:22, 24
iii. Rather than multiplying to replenish the earth they 

congregated for the wrong purpose – Gen. 11:1-4 
iv. Satan's device in this dispensation is one of rebellion. 

Genesis 10: 8-10, 11:4 
iv. The Judgment: 

i. God once again judges man's sin by confounding the 
language of the people, forcing them to scatter abroad. 
Genesis 11: 7-9 
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d. ________________ - Abraham until Moses 
i. The Steward: 

i. Abraham 
ii. The Responsibilities: 

i. Abraham is promised by God to have a seed that 
compares to the stars of heaven is multitude. Genesis 
15:1-8. Abraham accepted the promise by faith. 

ii. Isaac - Gen. 26:4 (see this promise passed to Isaac) 
iii. Jacob - Gen. 28:3 (see this promise passed to Jacob) 
iv. NOTE: Satan tries to keep the patriarchs from bearing 

children. Genesis 11:30, 25:21, 29:31 Why does he do 
this? Because God’s promise is fulfilled through the 
seed! 

v. Satan's device of deception is implemented again. 
Genesis 16:1-3, 27:35 

iii. The  Failure:  
i. Abraham gets impatient Gen. 16
ii. Isaac gets impatient – Gen. 26
iii. Jacob deceives, tricks and buys his way through life – 

Gen. 27-32 
iv. The Judgment: 

i. The failure here is not possessing the promised land. 
Ex 1:1-7 They could have returned to the land. There 
was nothing stopping them from returning. (Gen 17:8 
the promise was in the land of Canaan. They stay in 
Egypt and become bondmen.  

e. __________ - Moses until Jesus 
i. The Steward: 

i. Moses 
ii. The Responsibilities: 

i. God uses Moses to deliver Israel (Exodus 12) and 
give them the law. Exodus 20-Leviticus 

ii. God uses Joshua to bring Israel in the land, and then 
He uses the judges to begin to drive out the enemies 
and secure the land. Joshua-Judges 

iii. Through the reign of David, God gives Israel a King to 
bring peace to its borders. I Kings 4:24 (Solomon had 
peace all around him) 

iv. Israel is now ready to build the temple and reach the 
world for the Lord. Deuteronomy 12:10,11; I Kings 
8:41-43 (Solomon prayer of dedication of the temple) 

iii. The Failure: 
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i. Once again Satan uses the corruption of the world to 
reach Israel. I Kings 11:1-8 

ii. Israel and it’s kings failed to keep God’s law 
iv. The Judgment: 

i. God judges Israel's failure by sending them into 
captivity. 2 Kings 17:7-19, 24 (see 2 Kings 24:1-4) 

f. ________________ - first coming of Jesus until the second coming 
of Jesus. 

a. The Steward: 
i. Paul, the church 

ii. The Responsibilities: 
i. EVANGELISM is how the church today is fruitful. 

Salvation by Grace through Faith. 
ii. NOTE: Satan attacks with deception. 2 Corinthians 

4:1-6. Wanna be fruitful? PREACH THE GOSPEL. 
The gospel IS the power of God. Literally! You want 
more power, preach the gospel! Rom 1:16 

iii. DISCIPLESHIP is how the church today multiplies. 
Instruct your converts so that they are a multiplication 
of you. They reproduce their lives in others so that a 
multiplying effect kicks in. This creates a 
compounding effect, just like interest rates on an 
investment of money, it increases exponentially. 

iv. MISSIONS is how the church is to replenish the earth. 
iii. The Failure: 

i. The World is still Lost. Man still sins against God.  
ii. Satan attempts to corrupt the body of Christ, as well 

as the Word of God. 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, Titus 2:7 
iv. The Judgment: 

i. The Judgment Seat of Christ 

g. ________________ - from the 2nd Coming of Christ until the Great 
White Throne Judgment 

a. The Steward: 
i. Jesus Christ 

b. The Responsibilities: 
i. God picks up where Israel went off track by setting 

the Lord Jesus Christ on the throne of David. 
Zechariah 14:8-9 

ii. The temple is built and Israel reaches the world. 
Ezekiel 43:1-6, Zechariah 14:16-19 

c. The Failure: 
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i. However, after 1000 years of peace on earth, Satan 
goes to lead the nations in rebellion against the King. 
Revelation 20:7-9 

d. The Judgment: 
i. God judges man's rebellion one last time. Revelation 

20:10-15 - The Great White Throne Judgment 
ii. God's eternal kingdom is ready to begin. Revelation 

21, 22 

5. Considerations: 
a. Other good Bible teachers vary in number of dispensations. 

Dispensationalism” is nothing more than the human attempt to find 
God’s order and plan in His dealings with man, or how God is 
“dispensing” His grace at a particular moment in time. 

b. Some take dispensations too far – hyper-dispensationalist – the cut 
away all but writings of Paul 

i. You can slice a loaf of bread so many times that you are left 
with crumbs. 

iii. ** NOTE about “Covenant Theology” 
i. Some don’t see any divisions – Covenant Theology – “God’s 

the same yesterday today and forever”…True, God is the 
same forever—but He has different ways of dealing with 
people at different times. 

ii. Covenant theologians strongly oppose the teaching of 
dispensations or that there is any difference in God’s 
dealings with man throughout time. Yet those same 
theologians will embrace the teaching of old and new 
covenants (i.e. OT & NT). Even within the OT, they will 
submit to 4 “stages in the revelation of the covenant of 
grace.” 

iii. Covenant theologians make the mistake of reading the NT 
back into the OT in an attempt to make salvation “fit” into the 
Old Testament.

iv. Covenant theologians do not see Israel as unique from the 
church, but see the church as “true Israel.”

v. Covenant theologians walk a slippery slope of spiritualizing 
and allegorizing the text to fit their doctrine instead of a plain/
literal interpretation of what is actually says.

vi. Covenant theology teaches the primary purpose of God is 
the salvation of humankind rather than His glory through the 
establishment of His kingdom. 


