
Acts 12 - Herod’s Persecution - Part 2 

 

1. The ________________of James - v.1-2 

• Foretold by Jesus - Mark 10:35-39 [Matthew 20]   

• Recorded in Foxe’s book of Martyrs    

2. The _________________ of Peter - v.3-4. 

● Herod’s intentions were to imprison Peter during the Passover week. Sixteen soldiers 

guarded Peter (v.5) 

○ 1 Tim 5 17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, 

especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. 

● ___________ of the imprisonment   

○ Peter was imprisoned during the feast of unleavened bread (Passover) 

○ This is different than Easter because both are referenced here 

●  “_____________ WAS MADE” - v.5 

■ The Prayer was without ceasing.  1 Thessalonians 5:17, Hebrews 13:7, 

Mark 12:47, Ephesians 6:18-19  

3. The ________________ of Peter 

● Peter was __________ v6. 

○ Remember Christ’s bondage Mark 15:1. 

○ This is symbolic of our Bondage to sin Galatians 5:1  

● Peter is _____________ v.6 

○ How could Peter sleep?  His death was imminent v6 “When Herod would have 

brought him forth” 1 Peter 1:6-9  

○ This is symbolic of us in that we may be ASLEEP to spiritual things,. (Sleep 

many time is equated to DEATH)  Ephesians 2:1  

○ The LIGHT shines upon him v.7. John 8:12. 

○ He smote Peter on the side 

○ By now Peter should have recognized the Lord 

● The Angel of the Lord ____________ him 

○ He is __________ up v.7  Ephesians 2:6: 

○ The ___________ of bondage fall from him, v.7 Romans 6:18 

○ He must ________    _________  v.8 Eph. 6:11 



○ He is clothed with a _____________ v.8 Rev. 19:8  

○ He must ___________ Jesus v.8 John 10:27  

● Peter was ___________ of his Salvation 

○ He followed the Angel of the Lord 

○ He thought it was a vision 

○ As a saved Christian would do well to be sure of our own salvation 

■ 1 John 5:13  

■ 1 John 2:25. 

● He needed ____________ that he had been saved 

○ He passed the first and second ward 

○ He then passed through the gate that opened to the city (opened of its own 

accord) 

○ Finally the Angel departed from him 

○ Now Peter is sure Acts 12:11  

○ You don’t need signs…Search the word 

● His first response was to _______ ____________ of his Salvation 

○ Acts 12:12-13  

○ Matt. 10:32  

3. The ______________ of Prayer 

● Prayer was being made, but based on their response to Rhoda, they were amazed that 

their prayers were answered 

● Perhaps they were praying for something else 

● Perhaps they expected their prayers to be answered in their own way 

● They may even have been praying that his death would be relatively painless 

● Maybe they did not have complete FAITH in their prayers 

● Peter asks that these things be communicated to James and the brethren (James the 

Lord’s brother who has now become a key leader at the church in Jerusalem - not 

James the Apostle who was martyred in v.1-2) 

● “And he departed, and went into another place.” 

 



4. The _______________ of Herod toward the keepers - v.18-19 

● Keepers are responsible for the loss of their prisoners! 

● Herod examines them and has them killed! 

● This is a typical proof text that the tomb soldiers keeping Jesus body were lying about 

his Resurrection! 

● 19b - And he went down from Judaea to Caesarea, and there abode. 

 

5. The _________________ of God toward Herod - v.20-23 

● Herod’s ____________ - v.20 

● Herod’s _____________ - v.21-22  

○ This literally equates Herod with The Lord Jesus Christ - who IS the voice of the 

Lord God! 

■ Genesis 3:8  

○ The direct prophetic reference is that Herod is a type of the Antichrist 

■ Rev. 13:5  

● Herod’s ___________ - v.23 

○ Herod had gone too far - and exhausted the patience of God. He had crossed the 

hidden line between God’s mercy and God’s wrath.  

○ God smote him - he was eaten of worms.  

 

6. The ___________________ of God’s Word v. 24 

● Persecution promotes the church! 

● 2 Tim. 2:9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of 

God is not bound. 

 

7. The ____________________ of ministers - v. 25  


