
Stephen’s Defense - Acts 7:1-60 
 
Outline of Ch. 7: 

1. God and Abraham (Acts 7:1-8) 
2. God and Joseph (Acts 7:9-19) 
3. God and Moses (Acts 7:20-43) 
4. God and David (Acts 7:44-50) 
5. God and Israel (Acts 7:51-53) 
6. Israel and God (Acts 7:54-60) 

 
1. God and Abraham (Acts 7:1-8) 

a. Response to _________________________ against God. 
b. God’s revelation to Abraham was independent of Moses and the Temple. God 

could reveal Himself whenever and wherever He chose. 
 

Text From Acts 7 Reference to the O.T. 

Acts 7:1-2 1 Then said the high priest, Are these things so? 2 And he 
said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared 
unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he 
dwelt in Charran, 

Genesis 11:31 

c. Note: From a biblical (God’s) perspective, who is really on trial here? The 
______________________! 

d. Note: Stephen opens (vs 2) with “The God of Glory, and closes with “the glory of 
God” (vs 55) 

e. As we walk thru Stephen’s message, note the following principle: Israel’s history 
follows a pattern of rejection of God’s plan the _______________ time but 
________________________ the second time. 

 

Text From Acts 7 Reference to the O.T. 

Acts 7:3 And said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. 

Genesis 12:1,2 

Acts 7:4 Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in 
Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him 
into this land, wherein ye now dwell. 

Genesis 12:4,5 
 

Acts 7:5 And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to 
set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a 
possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. 

Genesis 15:13,14; Genesis 
13:15; Genesis 15:3,18; 

Genesis 17:8 

Acts 7:6 And God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a 
strange land; and that they should bring them into bondage, and entreat 
them evil four hundred years. 

Genesis 15:13,14 



 
f. 400 yrs. Compare with 430 year total (Ex 12:40,41; Gal 3:17; Gen 15:13). The 

last 400 of the 430 were the ill treatment/affliction.  
    

Text From Acts 7 Reference to the O.T. 

Acts 7:7 And the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will I judge, said 
God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this place. 

Exodus 3:12 

Acts 7:8 And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so Abraham 
begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob; 
and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs. 

Genesis 17:9-12 

 
2. God and Joseph (Acts 7:9-19) 

a. Response to blasphemy against ______________________. 
    

Acts 7:9 And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but 
God was with him, 

Genesis 37:4,11,28 
Historical, National and 

now Personal 

 
b. Here he begins to reveal the religious leader’s true motivation. 

    

Acts 7:10 And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favour 
and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him 
governor over Egypt and all his house. 

Genesis 41:37,40 
Genesis 42:6 

 
c. “...governor over Egypt and all his house”: Joseph was hated by his brothers. 

“The Stone which the builders rejected has become the head stone of the 
corner.” - Arthur W. Pink, Gleanings in Genesis 

d. Joseph was hated by his brothers – they wanted to kill him, but they sold him into 
slavery. God used it all! Psalm 76:10 

 

Acts 7:11-13 11 Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and 
Chanaan, and great affliction: and our fathers found no sustenance. 12 But 
when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers 
first. 13 And at the second time Joseph was made known to his brethren; 
and Joseph's kindred was made known unto Pharaoh. 

Genesis 42:1-3 

 



e. Stephen’s point is that again, Israel does not recognize him until the second time. 
If history is their guide, then Israel will not recognize their Messiah until the 
second time! 

 

Acts 7:14 Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to him, and all his 
kindred, threescore and fifteen souls. 

Genesis 45:9,27  
Genesis 46:26 

 
f. The numerical disagreement between this verse (75 persons) and Gen 46:27 

(70 persons) is cited by skeptics as an obvious biblical contradiction, but can 
easily be resolved. 
70 minus 4 (Joseph could not call himself and his two sons because they were 
already in Egypt, and Jacob is listed separately) = 66 + 9 (11 wives of Jacob’s 
sons not listed in Genesis less the wives of Judah & Simeon who were dead) = 
75. 
    

Acts 7:15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers, Genesis 49:33 

Acts 7:16 And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre 
that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the sons of Emmor the father 
of Sychem. 

Genesis 50:25; Exod 
13:19; Genesis 23:16 

and 33:19 

Acts 7:17-18 17 But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God 
had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, 18 Till 
another king arose, which knew not Joseph. 

Genesis 15:13,16  
Exod 1:7 

Acts 7:19 The same dealt subtilly with our kindred, and evil entreated our 
fathers, so that they cast out their young children, to the end they might 
not live. 

Exod 1:22 

 
3. God and Moses (Acts 7:20-43) 

a. Response to blasphemy against the____________ ______________. 
 

Acts 7:20-22 20 In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, 
and nourished up in his father's house three months: 21 And when he was 
cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took him up, and nourished him for her own 
son. 22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and 
was mighty in words and in deeds. 

Exod 2:2 

 
b. Moses was raised as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 
c. Note that Moses was “...mighty in words”: (So he lied in Ex 4:10!...) 
d. Deeds – Moses was trained for leadership, combat, science and the arts. 



e. Despite his Egyptian training, none of the “superstition” or “education” of Egypt 
was recorded in the Torah.   

 

Text From Acts 7 Reference to the O.T. 

Acts 7:22-25 22 And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. 23 And when he was 
full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of 
Israel. 24 And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and 
avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: 25 For he 
supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his 
hand would deliver them: but they understood not. 

Exod. 2:11, 12 

 
f. This is an insight into Moses that was not recorded in the Old Testament. 
g. Ultimately, Israel is slow to recognize all that God is doing and they rejected 

God’s man again! 
    

Acts 7:26-28 26 And the next day he shewed himself unto them as they 
strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are 
brethren; why do ye wrong one to another? 27 But he that did his 
neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge over us? 28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the Egyptian 
yesterday? 

Exod 12:13,14 
 

“Thrust him” 
Luke 4:28-30 

Acts 7:29 Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the land of 
Madian, where he begat two sons. 

Exod 12:15 

 
h. Israel didn’t receive Moses at his first offer, and that resulted in 40 more years of 

slavery! 
i. “Who made ye a ruler over us” – See: Matthew 21:23 and John 1:11 

 

Acts 7:30-31 30 And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him 
in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a 
bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew 
near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came unto him, 

Exod 3:2 



Acts 7:32-35 32 Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and 
durst not behold. 33 Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy 
feet: for the place where thou standest is holy ground. 34 I have seen, I 
have seen the affliction of my people which is in Egypt, and I have heard 
their groaning, and am come down to deliver them. And now come, I will 
send thee into Egypt. 
35 This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge? the same did God send to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of 
the angel which appeared to him in the bush. 

Exod 3:6 

 
j. Again Stephen is reminding the leaders about the historical treatment of God’s 

prophets and deliverers. “...this Moses whom they refused” – the 2nd time Moses 
was received.  

    

Text From Acts 7 Reference to the O.T. 

Acts 7:36 He brought them out, after that he had shewed wonders and 
signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red sea, and in the wilderness forty 
years. 

Exod 12:41; Exod 33:1; 
Exod 7-11 

Acts 7:37 This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A 
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like 
unto me; him shall ye hear. 

Deut 18:15 

 
k. Moses – as a prophet - foretold the coming of Christ! (Prophet) - Deut 18:15-19 
l. This is the Promised One of Moses that they are now rejecting! 

 

Acts 7:38 This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the 
angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who 
received the lively oracles to give unto us: 

Isaiah 63:9 

 
m. The word church means “called out assembly.” 
n. Oracles “oral” = Living Word! 

    

Acts 7:39 To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from 
them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt, 

Historical, National and 
now Personal Application 

 
o. Rebellion and backsliding is a problem of the HEART (v. 39).  
p. When the believer backslides, it occurs first in his heart, then it reveals itself in 

his actions. We must carefully guard the heart (Prov. 4:23).  



Acts 7:40-41 40 Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for as 
for this Moses, which brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what 
is become of him. 41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered 
sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands. 

Exod 32:1 Exod 3 

 
q. Rebellion thrives on unbelief! We need the shield of faith. Eph 6:16  

 

Acts 7:42-43 42 Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host 

of heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of 

Israel, have ye offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of 

forty years in the wilderness? 43 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of 

Moloch, and the star of your god Remphan, figures which ye made to 

worship them: and I will carry you away beyond Babylon. 

Psalm 81:12 1 Kings 11:7 

   

 
r. Remphan = Molech 
s. Rebellion leads to idolatry. God’s people guard against this! 1 John 5:21 
t. Why? Idolatry turns God away from His people! Vs 42 
u. God gave them up. God wanted Israel to listen to Him. 
v. He shows Israel’s rebellion to reveal their national character throughout history.  

 
4. God and David (Acts 7:44-50) 

a. Response to blasphemy against the _____________________. 
 

Text From Acts 7 Reference to the O.T. 

Acts 7:44 Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as 
he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according 
to the fashion that he had seen. 

Numbers 17:7 Lev 24:16 

Acts 7:45 Which also our fathers that came after brought in with Jesus into 
the possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the face of our 
fathers, unto the days of David;  

Jesus - Joshua  

 
b. Jesus = Joshua. The word is “Jesus”  (Iesous)     

 

Acts 7:46 Who found favour before God, and desired to find a tabernacle 
for the God of Jacob. 47 But Solomon built him an house. 

1 Chron 22:7 

Acts 7:48-49 48 Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands; as saith the prophet, 49 Heaven is my throne, and earth is my 
footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place 
of my rest? 50 Hath not my hand made all these things? 

1 Kings 8:27 
 Isaiah 66:1-2 



c. Stephen had covered the history of the Jews from the Exodus to the prophets. 
He said that their repeated rebellion had marred their history.  

d. Pattern of ___________________: 
i. Abraham - Acts 7:4 
ii. Joseph - Acts 7:13 

iii. Moses - Acts 7:27 
iv. Law - Acts 7:35 
v. Joshua - Acts 7:45 

e. He pointed out that under the guidance of the Lord, the people built the 
tabernacle, which was the place for worshipping God. It was a temporary 
structure, like a tent. They had communion with God in this tent. Later a temple 
was built by Solomon. David had wanted to build a temple, but was not allowed 
to do so. 

f. Stephen was now coming to the final points of his sermon. He reminded the Jews 
that God does not dwell in the temple, He dwells in the hearts of men, which 
are the true temples of God. 

 
5. God and Israel (Acts 7:51-53)     

 

Text From Acts 7 Reference to the O.T. 

Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do 
always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 

Deut 10:16 
Historical, National and 

now Personal Application 

 
a. “as your fathers did, so do ye.” Stephen uses Moses’ very exact words (Ex 

33:3,5). “...uncircumcised in heart”: from Lev 26:41; Deut 10:16; Jer 9:26; Ex 
44:7. See also Rom 2:28, 29; Phil 3:2,3; Col 2:11 

b. “ye do always resist the Holy Ghost” – Hey Calvin, what happened to 
_____________________ grace?     
 

Acts 7:52 Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? 
and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the 
Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: 

2 Chron 36:16 
Historical, National and 

now Personal 
Application 

Acts 7:53 Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, 
and have not kept it. 

Deut 33:2 
Historical, National and 

now Personal 
Application 

 



c. He has accused them of envy in verse 9, hardheadedness in verse 25, 
stubbornness in verse 35, idolatry in verse 39, rebellion in verse 51 and to 
finish off the list he labels them as betrayers and murderers. 

d. The Holy Spirit had unleashed one of the MOST powerful messages in the 
entire Bible. Did they repent and give their lives over to Jesus? 

e. Throughout all their history the people of Israel had always been against the 
prophets. When the Lord Jesus Christ came, they put Him to death. They were 
resisting the truth even as Stephen was preaching. 

 
6. Israel and God (Acts 7:54-60) 

 

Acts 7:54 When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and 
they gnashed on him with their teeth. 

 

Acts 7:55-56 55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God, 56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of man standing on the right hand of God. 

Col. 3:1, John 14:1-3,  
1 Cor. 15, 1 Thess. 4 

 
a. NOTE: Believers see things unbelievers  cannot see! 
b. At this point we have reached a major turning point in the transition from Jew to 

Gentile and from the Kingdom of Heaven to the Kingdom of God. Jesus is 
standing with open arms in hope that the Jews will repent at the preaching of 
Stephen and accept Him as the Messiah. After the Cross, Jesus sat down on the 
throne (Heb 1:3; Heb 12:2; Acts 2:34). At this point He is standing once again. Ps 
50:1-4 

c. In Col 3:1 and Heb 8:1 however, He is sitting again. The indication is that Christ 
arose off the throne to receive Stephen but more so to receive Israel should they 
repent. They did not. From this point on there is not one miracle that takes place 
in Jerusalem. God will continue from now on with the transition by spreading the 
gospel to the Jews who were scattered throughout Asia through the ministry of 
the Apostle Paul. 

d. Next in this transition, He will sit down and it will be too late for Israel. 
 

Acts 7:57-58 57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their 
ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 58 And cast him out of the city, 
and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young 
man's feet, whose name was Saul. 

 

 
e. “Saul” – he wasn’t just observing, but was part of the attack.  

i. 1 Timothy 1:12-13 12 - “I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” 
f. KEY: The Jews rejected God’s Word (vs 57). 



g. People aren’t lost because they are not elected, they are lost because they do 
not believe (Acts 13:46). 

h. The attack was Satanic in origin. John 8:44 
  

Acts 7:59-60 59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep. 

 

 
i. Stephen becomes the first “Christian” martyr. 
j. He is not a martyr because he died, he died because he was a martyr. 

A martyr really means “witness.” Acts 1:8 
k. Stephen’s name means “crown” and that is exactly what he will receive. The 

“crown of life” is given to him according to James 1:12 and Rev 2:10. He will be 
the first in a long line of people who die for Christ and sets a standard for the type 
of devotion we are to give to the cause of our Lord Jesus. 

l. The death of a Christian is called “sleep” – why? Because they will “wake” back 
up at the resurrection! John 11:13; 1 Cor 15:20; 1 Thes 4:14, Matt 27:52 

m. Only the body sleeps. Not the soul. At death, the believing soul is with the 
Lord. (2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:23). 

n. Key Picture: 
i. Jesus 

1. “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  
2. “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” 

ii. Stephen 
1. “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.”  
2. “Lord Jesus, Receive my spirit.” 

o. The Death of Stephen is one of the most_______________ ______________ 
in the history of the nation of Israel and in the book of Acts. 

i. It marks the final triall of the nation at the capital. 
ii. It marks the official Jewish rejection of the renewed offer of the Kingdom 

of Heaven. 
iii. It marks the first outward movement of evangelism beyond the borders of 

Jerusalem (next, Judea, and Samaria, then the uttermost - Acts 1:8) 
iv. It marks the emerging of a new strategic center and city (Antioch)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Reference The National Leadership Their Response to the Gospel 

Acts 4 The Sanhedrin (council of 
Jerusalem) Acts 4:1-6 

Threw Peter and John in prison 
and threatened them. 

Acts 5 The Sadducees brought them 
before the council (Acts 
5:17,21,24,27-28) 

Threw the twelve apostles in 
prison, beat them and planned 
to slay them.  

Acts 7 The leaders of the synagogue of 
the Libertines and Cyrenians, 
Alexandrians, Cilicia and of Asia 
brought Stephen before the 
Jerusalem council. 

Stoned Stephen to death. 

 
 


