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DISCIPLESHIP REQUIRES YOUR ____________ TO THE 
LORDSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST 
The terms “Lord” and “Savior” both refer to Jesus Christ, but they do not mean the same thing in 
practice. Many have believed on the Savior Jesus Christ who saved them from the eternal penalty of 
their sin through his shed blood. There are, however, fewer believers who have become disciples of 
Jesus Christ by submitting to him as Lord. The issue of lordship is at the heart of discipleship because 
a believer’s sole purpose in life is to fear God and keep his commandments.  

 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 
13Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is 
the whole duty of man.  

 

A. Submit to Jesus by _______________ who he is. 
Fear God: this is the beginning of wisdom! 
 

Psalm 111:10 
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do 
his commandments : his praise endureth for ever. 
 
Proverbs 1:7  
7The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 

When you see Jesus for who and all that He is, it produces within you a desire to follow Him. 
  

Colossians 1:16-18 
16For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him: 17And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 18And 
he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that 
in all things he might have the preeminence. 

  
1. Jesus is the creator – vs. 16 

All things submit to Jesus because they were created by Jesus and for Jesus.  
 

2. Jesus is self-existing – vs. 17 
All things submit to Jesus because without Him, they would cease to exist. 
 

3. Jesus is supreme – vs. 18 
The church body submits to Jesus as the head and authority of the church. 
 

4. Jesus is preeminent – vs. 18 
All things (calendars, relationships, desires) submit to Jesus because He is the priority.  

 

B. Submit to Jesus by _______________ what he says. 
You cannot be ready to be a disciple of Jesus until you are willing to obey His Word! To be a 
follower of Christ requires you to walk with Him in obedience to His commands. 
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Luke 6:46-49 
46And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 47Whosoever cometh to me, 
and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is like: 48He is like a man 
which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, 
the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was founded upon a 
rock. 49But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house 
upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin 
of that house was great. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: 
Submitting to the Lordship of Jesus Christ begins with your baptism. Believer’s baptism is an 
outward expression of an inward truth. It is giving a public testimony that you personally identify 
with the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Matthew 28:18-19 
18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
19Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, (EVANGELISM) baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: (BAPTISM) 20Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: (DISCIPLESHIP) and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen. 

 
The following verses teach us that salvation occurs first, and then it is followed immediately in 
baptism by full submersion into water. Believers who have not been biblically baptized should 
seek to follow the Lord in baptism as soon as possible.   

 

Act 8:35-39 
35Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 
36And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here 
is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine 
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38And 
he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and 
the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 

 
Acts 16:14-15 
14And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped 
God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were 
spoken of Paul. 15And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye 
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she 
constrained us. 

 
Acts 16:29-33 
29Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and 
Silas, 30And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31And they said, Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 32And they spake unto him the 
word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 33And he took them the same hour of the night, 
and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 

 
Acts 18:8 
8And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many 
of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.  
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C. Our goal is to disciple those who are _______________ to the Word of God. 
You cannot be ready to be a disciple of Jesus until you are willing to submit to the authority 
of God’s Word.   
 

1. Our Command: 
 

2 Timothy 2:1-3 
1Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that thou 
hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able 
to teach others also. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
 
2. Our Problem: 

 

Proverbs 20:6  
6Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find? 

 
3. Our Focus: Finding the faithful. 

We are to invest in those that are willing to endeavor to live out what they learn in 
the Word of God. 
 

Philippians 2:12-13 
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 
now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
 
 Notice how the Word of God describes those who obey the Word of God. 

2 Peter 1:1-5 
1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained 
like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and 
of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that 
pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to 
glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: 
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add 
to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 

 
Notice that the we are to add to our faith virtue, not more knowledge.  We are looking 
for faithful men and women of virtue who seek to obey the Word of God as they learn 
it. We are not looking to invest in those that skip application for more knowledge.    

 

Philippians 4:8-9  
8Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things. 9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and 
heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 

 

Those “things” are the Word of God. What Paul’s disciples learned had to be applied. 
The command is “do” those “things.”  2 Peter 1:10. 
 

 
 

 

 


