
“The DISPUTE at Jerusalem” - Acts 15 
 
Intro: Acts 15 comes on the heels of the Apostle Paul’s first missionary journey. The Gentiles 
were receiving the gospel in significant numbers. The gospel was spread outside of Jerusalem, 
and now, people that weren’t even Jewish proselytes like the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8 were 
getting saved. Plain ole’ pagans were receiving the gospel. Paul and Barnabas had faced some 
serious opposition in Acts 13 & 14, and yet, the ministry grew. Now back in Antioch, the 
opposition follows them home.  
 

1. Two major __________________ that will be addressed in Acts 15: 
a. Do you have to DO anything to ________ saved? 
b. Do you have to DO anything to ________ saved? 

i. 2 Corinthians 11:3  
 

2. Two kinds of __________________ within churches today: 
a. Troubles caused by the _________ and _________ 

i. 1 Corinthians is a great example of this. Open sexual sin was running 
rampant in the church. The flesh had taken authority in that church 
instead of the WOG… 

b. Troubles caused by __________________ of Biblical truth 
i. KEY MINISTRY PRINCIPLE: Be careful who you ____________ to! Not 

all teaching is Biblically accurate teaching! 
ii. KEY MINISTRY PRINCIPLE: Biblical Ministry “goes ______” with difficult 

issues, not LATERAL or ____________! 
1. “Apostles and elders” - mentioned _____x this chapter (15:2, 15:4, 

15:6, 15:23) 
 

3. The power of a __________________ - Acts 15:3-4  
a. KEY PRINCIPLE: When you share what God has __________ in your life, it 

should result in GREAT __________ in the brethren! 
 

4. The Jerusalem __________________ - Acts 15:5-6  
a. This wasn’t an open forum...it was the spiritual leaders of the churches! 
b. The issue: Salvation by ____________ 
c. The REAL issue: ____________ 

 
5. ___________’s response: Acts 15:7-11 

a. He reminds them that salvation is by _________ alone (hearing the word of the 
gospel and believing - v.7), and v.11 - “We shall be saved, even as they”.  

b. He reminds them that there is NO ____________ b/t the Jews and the Gentiles… 
c. He warns them that they are ______________ GOD by entertaining this false 

doctrine and these false prophets! 
d. He tells them that this is a __________ of bondage 



i. Gal. 5:1-3  
e. Peter is preaching the _________ GOSPEL as Paul! 

 
6. Barnabas and ___________’s response: Acts 15:12  

a. “Kept silence” - 1 Cor. 14:27-35 
b. KEY PRINCIPLE: “Clear communication cleans up _______________”  

i. 1 Cor. 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order. 
 

7. _________’ response: 
a. You’ve heard the TESTIMONY of Peter - the apostle to the Jews 
b. You’ve heard the TESTIMONY of Barnabas and Paul - apostles to the Gentiles 
c. You’ll now hear the TESTIMONY of God’s _________ in AGREEMENT -  

“As it is written….” - Amos 9:11-12  
d. KEY QUESTION: If the WOG if authoritative in the ____________, it should be 

authoritative in your _______ - is IT? 
 

8. JAMES’ recommendation - Acts 15:19-21  
a. James offers a “policy” to help guide these Gentile believers who had been 

affected with false doctrine. It addresses 3 areas: 
i. A _____________ issue: abstain from “pollutions of idols” 

1. 1 Cor. 8:1-9  
ii. A _____________ issue: abstain from fornication 
iii. A _____________ issue: abstain from eating animals that have been 

strangled and from eating blood 
1. The prohibition of eating of blood PRECEDED the OT Law by 

nearly 900 years…Gen. 9:4, Leviticus 17:11  
 

9. The _______________ sent - Acts 15:22-29 
a. There was ____________ in the church! - Ps. 133:1-3  

i. This is the same Silas who is also called Silvanus in the epistles (2 Cor. 
1:19, 1 Thess. 1:1, 2 Thess. 1:1, 1 Pet. 5:12) 

b. There was ______________ in the church! - Acts 15:30-31  
c. There was ______________ in the church! - Acts 15:32  
d. There was ____________ and _____________ in the church! - Acts 15:33-35  

i. A good church is going to have a balance of teaching and preaching. 
Jesus’ ministry was a balance of both - Matthew 4:23 

 


